DATE

FARM NAME - Shellfish Care Policy

(Name of Farm/Company) is a family-owned company involved in raising and caring for the shellfish produced on the farm and sold to our customers. (Name of Farm/Company) is proud of its history of raising healthy, quality shellfish for our customers and further recognizes that animal care is of paramount importance both for ethical reasons and for the benefit of our customers.  The (Name of Farm/Company) is a member of the National Aquaculture Association and has adopted the NAA’s Policy on Aquatic Animal Welfare (attached). In addition, the owners, managers, and employees of (Name of Farm/Company) adhere to the following principles of animal care:

1) While shellfish are cold-blooded types of animals, they will be treated with care, respect and the best-known aquaculture practices.
2) Shellfish will be handled in ways designed to minimize stress to the greatest practical extent.
3) Shellfish will be protected to the extent possible from disease or predators by ensuring good environmental conditions, good husbandry practices, following sound biosecurity guidelines, and providing healthful diets. In the event that shellfish show signs of disease, the shellfish will be provided with appropriate health treatments most common for their condition and in compliance with federal and state requirements. 

4) Farm production or hatchery systems will be managed and maintained to provide water quality consistent with good shellfish health. In the event that water quality deteriorates below acceptable levels, every practical effort will be made to re-establish acceptable conditions as soon as possible.
5) Shellfish farm production gear will be selected, installed, and maintained to enable continuous water flow that transports oxygen, phytoplankton and organic detritus to growing shellfish and protect shellfish from predators.
6) When shellfish are sampled, harvested, graded, cleaned or handled, they will be processed to mitigate stress and in compliance with the Model Shellfish Ordinance established by the Interstate Shellfish Sanitation Conference and enforced by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration and state food safety agencies.
